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Australians for Animals NSW Inc. (AFA) objects in the strongest possible terms to the Greater Macarthur 
2040 Plan. 
 
It is abundantly clear that the proposal will have catastrophic impacts on a critically important koala 
population, estimated to be between 500-1000 animals.  In the government’s own words “ the Growth Area 
includes Cumberland Plain vegetation and is home to threatened species including the largest, disease free 
koala population in Sydney”. 
 
The statement should also add that this is the largest remaining disease free population in the entire state.    
 
AFA has no faith in any statements made by the Minister for Roads suggesting that “ road improvements to 
Appin Road and the development of the Spring Farm Parkway will ensure the safety of road users and 
koalas”. 
 
As the charity has monitored the Ballina Pacific Highway Upgrade for the past two years, we are aware of 
the complete failure of the Minister to respond to community concerns; the complete failure of RMS to 
abide by conditions of approval set by the NSW and Federal governments; the complete failure of the RMS 
to build overpasses and underpasses as required under the conditions of approval; and the very high 
mortality of koalas as a result of these failures and the problems associated with exclusion fencing. 
 
There is no example of the RMS adequately protecting koalas anywhere in the State. 
 
The Department of Planning & Environment had responsibility for compliance of the Highway Upgrade.   
The evidence of complete failure of compliance resulted in endless complaints filed by the Environmental 
Defenders Office on behalf of AFA. 
Complaints which took many months to be responded to resulting in ongoing failures to monitor, take action 
to abide by conditions of approval and enforce the conditions. 
 
AFA has zero faith in DOPE and RMS.  As well, the Minister for Planning provides no comfort in his press 
release of 19th November, 2018 indicating: 
 
“ the protection of the koala population and habitat is a primary consideration, with a corridor proposed on 
government lands east of Appin Road for a koala reserve and plan to upgrade and install protective fencing 
to ensure koalas can move safely through the area.” 
 
Exclusion fencing traps koalas, inhibits reproduction, has major impacts on genetic diversity, and creates a 
potential disaster area in the event of bushfires as animals cannot escape. 
 
The Ballina Pacific Highway provides a perfect example of the problems associated with exclusion fencing. 
 



Overpasses such as the ones recommended by Professor Darryl Jones of Griffith University should be 
constructed.  These overpasses which recreate habitat make excellent crossings but they require long term 
planning and development before any urban projects are constructed.  In other words, overpasses for wildlife 
need to be in place before ANY construction is undertaken. 
 
 AFA is aware that at the 2018 Australasian Network for Ecology and Transportation conference, a senior 
RMS bureaucrat gave a presentation on the Ballina Highway Upgrade which was totally misleading and 
incorrect.    He asserted that the required underpasses and overpasses had been constructed at the Ballina 
Highway Upgrade when in reality, there were none. 
 
People need to have trust in their governments and instrumentalities.   The statements made by Ministers 
Roberts, Pavey and Upton provide no measure of trust.  
 
The Project is a contradiction of the NSW Koala Strategy and the Save our Iconic Koala Project. 
 
The DOPE has failed to approve a Campbelltown Council Koala Plan of Management submitted in 
November, 2018 and its refusal of the previously submitted draft Plan smacks of political interference as the 
reasons for rejection make no sense. 
 
SEPP 44, which is still valid as the new draft has not been approved,  “aims to encourage the proper 
conservation and management of areas of natural vegetation that provide habitat for koalas to ensure a 
permanent free-living population over their present range and reverse the current trend of koala population 
decline:  

 (a)  by requiring the preparation of plans of management before development consent can be granted in 
relation to areas of core koala habitat, and   

 (b)  by encouraging the identification of areas of core koala habitat   

 (c)  by encouraging the inclusion of areas of core koala habitat in environment protection zones”.   

SEPP 44 has been ignored. 

The blurb on the GMGA website reads like a fairy story. 

“Finalisation of Greater Macarthur 2040 will be accompanied by a grant program to ensure koala friendly planning 
and actions are values held by the new communities of the area. A $1M grant program (to be released over two 
years) will fund community groups, landowners and Councils to undertake koala research and build greater 
community awareness.  
 
COMMENT;  What exactly are “ koala friendly plannin g and actions held by new communities of the area 
“?  
 
“The proposed grant funding requirements will be set out in guidelines (to be released early in 2019) that will 
identify opportunities for funding for: 
 
 

• Koala research and awareness raising activities across the Greater Macarthur and adjoining areas; 
 
COMMENT;  There is abundant research to demonstrate  the critical importance of south west Sydney 
koalas. 
 

• Dedicated koala feed tree replanting on public and private lands to restore and rebuild koala movement 
corridors; and 

 
COMMENT:   It takes five to seven years for a eucal ypt feed tree plant to be available as a food /shel ter 
tree.  
 

• Improved pest and feral animal management to help reduce the risk of predation on koalas. 



 
COMMENT:  What exactly does this mean ?   How will “ pest and feral management help to reduce  
predation? What pest and feral animals ? Where’s th e evidence? 
 

The NSW Chief Scientist’s report made a number of recommendation which have been ignored by the NSW 
Koala Strategy.   They include: 

Recommendation 1  

That Government adopt a whole-of-government koala strategy for NSW with the objective of stabilising and 
then starting to increase koala numbers.  

Recommendation 2  

That Government initiate a program to improve data on the number, location and occurrence of koalas in 
NSW, including trends over time, taking advantage of new sensor and communication technologies and 
data analytics within 12 months of receipt of this report.  

Recommendation 4  

That Government improve outcomes for koalas through changes to the planning system.  

Recommendation 5  

That Government improve outcomes for koalas through the Biodiversity Conservation Bill and associated 
Regulations.   COMMENT.  NOW THAT’S A aeJOKE.  

Recommendation 7  

That Government agencies identify priority areas of land across tenures to target for koala conservation 
management and threat mitigation.  

Under the NSW KOALA STRATEGY THREE YEAR STATE WIDE PLAN the following ACTION is 
noted: 

“ Permanently conserve priority koala habitat as national parks.   The NSW government has allocated $20 
million to purchase and permanently conserve land that contains priority koala habitat in the national parks 
estate.   The OEH will analyse the best available information on koalas to identify the areas within the NSW 
landscape which are the most strategic for koala conservation.  Criteria for considering a property include; 

• presence of koala habitat 
• evidence of use by koalas 
• good connection to surrounding native vegetation 
• that reservation would improve the management of threats to koalas in that location.  

Can DOPE explain how this statement on the Great Macarthur 2040 Plan - “ the Growth Area includes 
Cumberland Plain vegetation and is home to threatened species including the largest, disease free koala 
population in Sydney” does not comply with the Action Plan under the NSW Koala Strategy? 
 
In fact, the 500-1000 koala population is almost certainly the largest remaining in the state. 
 
DISEASE . 
 
There is abundant scientific research demonstrating that stress is the trigger for chlamydia.  As koalas are 
faithful to their home ranges, the loss of habitat, noise, dogs, increased road traffic, heavy vehicles will 



cause significant stress resulting in disease, starvation and mortality.    As a disease free population, the risks 
posed to these koalas will be greatly exacerbated. 
 
The recent announcement by the Premier of the creation of a 3680 hectare park 25 kilometres northwest of 
Bowral is likely to hold around 30-40 koalas.    In no way will this Park provide alternative home ranges for 
the southwest Sydney population. 
 
 
A further concern relates to birds and scientific research which demonstrates roads are barriers to many 
species of birds.  According to a paper by Professor Darryl Jones and Amy  Bond, edges are actively 
avoided by a large array of species.  Habitat dependant species appear extremely unwilling to cross even 
open habitat, let alone the noise disturbance associated with a wide busy rode.  
 
The 2040 Plan should not be approved.   Given the absolute failure of the Berejkilian government to protect 
koalas, any approval of the 2040 Plan will ensure NSW koalas are one step closer to extinction.   
 
 
Sue Arnold   
Co ordinator 
Australians for Animals Inc. 
Brunswick Heads. NSW 
27 February, 2019 
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